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The Event of a Lifetime 

• Report and photos start on page 6 

• Thanks Curt Beck, page 7 

Upcoming Events: 

• July 15—Fanelli’s event –CANCELLED 

• Aug. 12—MG & Corvair Get-Together, page 3 

• 2006 Calendar, see page 4 

• GOF Mk 80, page 10 

July, 2006 
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NY/Conn Website: http://nyconn.org 

Andrea Fanelli 
Membership 
Treasurer 
356 E. Grassy Sprain Road 
Yonkers, NY 10710 
914-961-7105 
membership@nyconn.org 

Charley Robinson 
Managing Director 
Editor (Newsletter) 
10 Bradley Lane 
Sandy Hook, CT 06482 
203-270-1244 
director@nyconn.org 

Jan Hurd 
Photo Archive 
11 Partridge Drive 
Ridgefield, CT  06877 
(203) 438-2796 
photos@nyconn.org 

Ed Flax 
Webmaster 
5 Oxford Court 
Princeton Junction, NJ 08550 
(609) 275-8690 
webmaster@nyconn.org 

Membership Renewal 
All memberships expire at the end of November. Send a check made payable to 
Andrea Fanelli or cash. (See her address above). All NY/Conn members should 
also be current members of The New England MG ‘T’ Register, PO Box 1957, Cary, 
NC 27512-1957; 919-851-3030; fax: 919-858-0386, email: athomas990@aol.com, 
or on the web at http://www.nemgt.org. 

British Marque Car 
Club News 

As a participating club, 
NY/Conn members are 
entitled to a discount on 
subscriptions to the British 
Marque monthly newspaper; 
$12 instead of the usual 
$20.  The marque features 
news and events from more 
than 100 British car clubs 
and is published 11 times a 
year. Check them out online 
at www.britishmarque.com 
or subscribe today. 

More MG 2006 
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From Interstate I-84 (either direction): Exit 11 (Rte. 34/Derby/New Ha-
ven). At light at end of ramp turn right onto Mile Hill Rd. (Wasserman Way), 
following signs for Rte. 34 east. Go about 200 yards to the T-intersection with a 
traffic light. Turn right onto Rte. 34 east (towards New Haven). Stay on Rte. 34 
east for 4 miles, turn right onto Bradley Lane (sharp turn—take it easy). Go 0.25 
miles. Turn right at number 10, immediately after the big orange mailbox 
(Directly across from Nutmeg Lane). Follow signs for parking. 
From Merritt Parkway (either direction): Exit 49 (Rte. 25 North, Note: 
from the east this is Exit 49N). Follow to first traffic light and turn right onto 
Rte. 111. Follow Rte. 111 until it ends on Rte. 34. Turn left onto Rte. 34. Go 1 
mile, then turn left onto Bradley Lane (Just past Jordan Hill Road). Go 0.25 
miles. Turn right at number 10, immediately after the big orange mailbox 
(Directly across from Nutmeg Lane). Follow signs for parking. 

From I-95: Take I-95 north to the Route 25N exit (Exit 27A). Follow route 
25N to the first traffic light and turn right onto Rte. 111. Follow Rte. 111 until it 
ends on Rte. 34. Turn left onto Rte. 34. Go 1 mile, then turn left onto Bradley 
Lane (Just past Jordan Hill Road). Go 0.25 miles. Turn right at number 10, imme-
diately after the big orange mailbox on right (Directly across from Nutmeg 
Lane). 

 You can’t see the house from the road. As you go up driveway, bear left at 
fork. As you approach the front of the house, bear left onto gravel driveway and 
follow it around house to barn. 

Clockwise from top left: Fanelli’s head for the 
Dragon; NY/Conn bellies up to the dinner table; 
It was a wet ride home: Jon Rubel’s MGA; Flax’s 
TC (a beautiful riding car); Robinson’s TF. 
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More MG 2006

10 Bradley Lane, Sandy Hook, CT 06482 

Directions: Robinson/Beck MG/Corvair Affair 

Bradley Lane— 

Don’t miss the turn! 

# 10 

Clockwise from below: T-group, hotel 
lobby; The Trailer Queen takes her 
place; Chance meeting with Gordon 
Lawson at I-81 rest area, 2nd day 
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MG Meets Corvair 

T he possibility was raised at a Con-
necticut CORSA wash & shine 

meeting held at our house earlier this year: 
“Why not have a joint meeting of  the MG and Corvair 
clubs?” Why not indeed, since we were slated to host an 
event for each club and since open dates this summer 
seem scarcer than Speckled-Hen’s Teeth, it seemed like 
a reasonable solution to a dilemma. 
 But you say, “we have nothing in common”; au 
contraire ma chère. You think Ralph Nader was only 
hammering the Corvair in Unsafe At Any Speed? Ralph 
was just getting started when he denigrated our beloved 
Corvairs in Chapter One of this tome.  As Tony Merry-
gold points out in his article “Unsafe at any speed?” in 
the July, 2006 issue of British Marque Car Club News 
(see subscription info on page 2), this book was a 
“hatchet job on the 1960s motor industry” and LBCs 
were also taken to task. The beautiful E-Type Series 1 

Jaguar became the series 1 1/2 in 1967 and the series 2 
in 1968 largely due to the efforts of Ralph. Toggle 
switches, chrome bumpers, flat steering wheels, wooden 
dashes, gleaming chrome dash accoutrements, solid 
steering shafts all disappeared thanks to Ralph. Fat rub-
ber bumpers, raised car heights, emissions controls, seat 
belts, plastic padded dashes –sound familiar to you MGB 
owners—all appeared as a result of Ralph’s efforts. 
While some may bemoan and belittle Ralph, the auto 
industry as a whole is producing safer products thanks 
to him. 
And while many attribute the death of the Corvair to 
Ralph, it is generally agreed that that honor rightly be-
longs to the Ford Mustang (but that’s another story). 
And as a result of Ralph, the Corvair is the only car that 
has ever been declared safe by an act of Congress. But 
Ralph may have actually killed the MG as the changes he 
wrought made it increasingly difficult and expensive for 
our little LBCs to meet Federal safety standards and 

compete in the US market.  
Oh, and the other thing we have in common is we all enjoy shiny cars with 

chrome bumpers, good food, good drinks and good people. So shine up your 
cars, fix your favorite dish, bring your bathing suits and plan on making some 
new friends. We’ll have burgers, dogs, and chicken. Let us know if you’re coming 
and what you’ll bring.   (See map and directions on page 13 & 14) 

12:00 Noon to 

5:00PM 
Robinson’s 

10 Bradley Lane 

Sandy Hook, CT 06482 

Saturday, 

August 12 

Rain or Shine 

Phone, mail or 
email: 

Charley or Cathy 
Robinson 

(203) 270-1244 
(203) 733-4421 

e-mail: 
CharleyRob 

@charter.net 
By 

Wednesday, 
August 9th 

 



August 2004 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     
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Schedule of Events (NY/Conn events in bold) 
If you would like to make corrections to or additions to this list, 
please forward information to director@nyconn.org 
 
July 

15: Cancelled -Yonkers, NY – Fanelli’s 
28-30: Moodus, CT – Connecticut Jazz Festival, Sunrise Resort, Rt. 151; 
www.ctjazz.org. Sunday , 30 July, the CT Jazz Fest car parade. To join in arrive 
10:15 AM at the main entrance, on Rte 151. Proceed to the Jazz Festival en-
trance, receive your free passes, drive on in.   Participating in the parade earns 
you free passes for antique car and passengers for the day.  
30: Brookline, MA – Day of Triumph - Sponsored by the New England 
Triumph Club. Larz Anderson Auto Museum, 15 Newton Street, 02445; 
617.522.6547; 617.524.0170 Fax; www.mot.org. 

August 

12: Sandy Hook, CT – Robinson/Beck “Fun In The Sun” 
19: Rhinebeck, NY – Old Rhinebeck aerodrome British Car Club Festival 
(Tent.) 
20: Brookline, MA – MG/Rover Day - Sponsored by the Bay State MGA 
Club and the Bay State Rover Club. Larz Anderson Auto Museum, 15 Newton 
Street, 02445; 617.522.6547; 617.524.0170 Fax; www.mot.org.  Registration = 
$5 for Rovers and $15 for MG's. 

(Continued on page 5) 

August 2006 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   
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October 
1: Shelton, CT – CT Jaguar Club “Purr-Inn”, Indian Wells State Park, 
www.jcna.com/clubs/jcsne 
4-7: Hershey, PA – Hershey Fall Meet, Flea market, car corral and car 
show. http://local.aaca.org/hershey/ 
7: CT – CT MG Club Annual Ct. Food Bank Charity Run, all clubs in-
vited. www.ctmgclub.com 
7: Block Island, RI – Antique Car & Harvest Festival 
7: Somers, CT – Gary Booker’s 6th Annual Brit & Foreign Auto jumble.  
10AM-3PM. Rain or Shine. Pleasant View Golf Center, Rt. 83, Info: 203-230-
9782 (day); 203-248-9255 (even.); 203-530-9013 (cell) 
14: Manchester, VT – Old Speckled Hen Tour and Mount Equinox Climb. 
http://www.equinoxmountain.com/skylinedrive/race.htm 
15: Straasburg, NY – Gathering of the Old Cars,  
21: NY – Culture In The Country, Judy Johnson & Patricia 
Silvestre 
29: Daylight Savings Time Ends 
31: Halloween 
November 

5: NY-CT – Following Francis for Frostbite, Francis Tuoti 

5: Guy Fawkes Day 

7: Election Day 

11: Veteran’s Day 

23: Thanksgiving 

December 
3: Bethel, CT – NY/Conn Holiday Brunch, Stony Hill Inn, (or 
submit a viable alternative) 
25: Christmas 

Schedule of Events (Cont.) 

NY/Conn Holiday Brunch 

Stony Hill Inn, Bethel. CT 

December 3, 2006 
As I have received not suggestions for an alternative location for the Holiday 
Party, we will once again return to the Stony Hill Inn. The buffet brunch was 
very nice and the accommodations were just what we needed: Lots of seating 
space, lots of display space and a convenient bar; what more could you ask for? 
Mark your calendars and start setting aside items for the traditional auction. 



bigger. Options included disc or wire 
wheels, heater and radio. 

The Arnold MG was successful at 
first, but in all only 65 coupes and 35 
convertibles were produced. The slow-
down in sales was attributed to the 
car’s 54-hp engine, which was under-
powered relative to most sports cars 
on the market. The last Arnolt MG 
was sold in 1956. Forty cars still exist.  

The first sight of his Arnolt MG is 
one of John Kiner’s finest memories. 
As the haze blue coupe paced sports 
car races at Lockbourne Air Force 
Base near Kiner’s home in Westerville, 
Ohio, the young garage owner couldn’t 
shut the image out of his mind. On 
December 1, 1953, Kiner walked into 
British Motor Mart in Columbus and 
traded his new Ford for an Arnolt 
MG—something that took courage 
since he was not a wealthy man. The 
car cost $4,250, compared to $4,000 
for a Cadillac and $1,800 for an MG 
TD. 

The following summer Kiner 
drove his bride on their honeymoon in 
the new car in high 
style. Fifty some years 
later the Kiners still 
live in Westerville and 
they still have the 
Arnolt, which has 
gone through three 
speedometers. A 
recent paint job re-
stored the original 
haze blue sheen, and 
the comfortable red 
leather seats are re-
upholstered. 

“I still love its 
line,” Kiner says. “To 
me, this is the pretti-

est car ever.” 
Test-driving the Arnolt on a rural 

road is a bit like visiting an English 
country manor. The car’s old-style 
shocks mean bumps and ruts send 
vibrations throughout the cabin. Ki-
ner’s rebuilt clutch is easy to shift and 
rack-and-pinion steering makes han-
dling responsive to the touch, pickup is 
not great. 

The real joy of an Arnolt MG is 
embracing the form-fitting finger 
notches of its rosewood Nardi steering 
wheel while driving through a park 
forest. A flick of the wrist will precisely 
maneuver the car around corners and 
curves. 

Nuccio Bertone went on to be-
come a renowned car designer, with 
his concepts taking shape on Alfa 
Romeos, Ferraris, Lamborghinis, Fiats 
and Volvos. And Bertone did more 
projects with Wacky Arnolt, who con-
tinued as a car importer throughout 
the 1950’s. Their most notable ven-
ture? Custom production of the 
speedy Arnolt Bristol. 

Arnolt MG (Cont.) 
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Schedule of Events (Continued) 

25-27: Lakeville, CT – Cape Cod British Car Club, Wicked Wild West Sum-
mer Weekend, Start at Sturbridge (MA) Host Conference Center at Noon. 
Tour to Wake Robbins Inn, Lakeville, CT. Sat. & Sun include tour of western CT 
and other activities. Check it out at www.capecodbritishcarclub.org. 
September 
1-4: Lakeville, CT – Rolex Vintage Festival, Lime Rock Park. http://
www.limerock.com/ 

4: Labor Day 

8-10: Watkins Glen, NY – Zippo U.S. Vintage Grand Prix. www.theglen.com 

9: Wilton, CT – Bocce, Southworth’s 

13-16: Smugglers Notch, VT – Fall GOF 
14-17: Stowe, VT – British Invasion. The British Invasion was selected by the 
Boston Sunday Globe as their "number ONE choice for Best 10 things to do within a 
days drive of Boston". The Vermont State Chamber of Commerce in 2004 recog-
nized the British Invasion for the third time as "One of the Top Ten Events in Ver-
mont".  http://www.britishinvasion.com/ 
15-17: Pownal, VT - 40th Annual Bennington/Hemmings Car Show & Swap 
Meet, VT Route 7, 9 mi south of Bennington. http://www.bennington.com/
attractions/events/carshow.html 
16: Dover, NJ – Fallfest 2006, All-British Auto & Motorcycle Show, spon-
sored by Moss Motors, Ltd., Eastern NY MGA Club, NJ Triumph Assoc., & Aus-
tin Healey Sports & Touring Club. 9AM – 3PM. Moss Motors East Coast Show-
room, Hamilton Business Park. 15% Moss discount during show. For show info: 
lawrence Gersten 908-879-3993; email: austhealey@aol.com. 
17: Southbury, CT – Roaring ‘20s Car Show (36th Annual), Southbury 
Training School Grounds. The biggest one-day car show in New England! http://
www.roaring-20s.org/ 
24: Simsbury, CT – 22nd Annual Fly-In and Car Show, Simsbury Airport, 
Simsbury, CT; www.simsburyfc.com 
27-10/1: Carlisle, PA – Fall Carlisle Collector Car Swap Meet & Corral, 
www.carsatcarlisle.com 
29-10/1: Falmouth, MA – British Legends Car Show, CCBCC. http://
www.capecodbritishcarclub.org/ 
30: Long Island, NY – Shelter Island Tour, DiRenno’s 

30: Somers, CT – British Autumn show. (Tent.) 

 
(Continued on page 13) 

Page 5 
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I f you like MGs, Gatlinburg, TN, 
was the place to be June 21st 

through the 24th (more pictures on 
pages 8-9 & 14-15). With somewhere 
between 1100 and 1200 MGs assem-
bled in town, it was impossible to go 
anywhere without running into an MG 
of some sort. It is hard to imagine a 
larger assemblage of MG having ever 
taken place previously. “An experience 
of a lifetime,” was an apt description.  

 NY/Conn was well represented 
with 17 members, including: Curt Beck, 
Ed & Marion Callo, Dick & Ann 
DiRenno, Len & Andrea Fanelli, Ed & 
Dee Flax, Ralph & Janet Gilnack, Sandy 
& Jan Hurd, Phil & Linda Laiacona and 
Charley  & Cathy Robinson. Joining our 
merry little band was Jon Rubel from 
the Eastern NY MGA Club. 

The journey was of course punc-
tuated with the excitement of assorted 
breakdowns and malfunctions, but 
thanks to the friendly helping hands of 
fellow members, we were able to get 
everyone to Gatlinburg and home 
again. The first causality was our TF 
whose new, modern electronic fuel 
pump took a holiday as we traveled 
along I-84, approaching Scranton, PA. 
The goods news was that I was travel-
ing along the shoulder of the road at 
the time. The bad news was that the 
shoulder was the only lane as that 
section of I-84 was being repaved. 
There was a very impressive line of 
tractor-trailers behind our little car. 
Fortunately, the first truck behind us 
was Curt Beck with his on-board stock 
of spare parts. After the construction 
crew pushed our car about 40 yards  
to the nearest exit, we made the ex-
change and were on our way again. 

Thanks, Lenny & Curt. The breakdown 
did splinter our group, with some go-
ing on ahead and some staying behind. 
But, all-in-all I think it made traveling 
easier for everyone as such a large 
convoy is hard to keep together in 
traffic. 

Day two passed without vehicular 
incidence, however we decided to bail 
out of the hotel we had reserved be-
cause they were undergoing a major 
remodel with limited parking and dirt 
everywhere, including in the air and 
settling onto our cars. Unfortunately it 
also meant bailing out on the folks 
from CT MG Club whom we were 
scheduled to meet up with at the first 
hotel. Dinner plans and travel plans for 
meeting up the next morning didn’t 
work out either and somehow we lost 
track of each other after that. Hope-
fully we’ll be able to schedule a joint 
event a little closer to home that won’t 
be quite so ill -fated. 

The third day brought more ad-
ventures that weren’t so easily re-
solved. The Fanelli’s TD ate its #4 
piston with a couple of hours left to 
get to Gatlinburg.   Curt Beck to the 
rescue again. This time we unloaded 
Curt’s MG Arnolt from its place on the 
trailer and on went Fanelli’s TD. The 
only bright spot to be found in this 
disaster was that Curt got to drive an 
MG for awhile instead of a big rental 
truck and trailer rig. 

It wasn’t many miles down the 
road, however, before Curt, who was 
now leading the parade in the Arnolt, 
pulled to the side of the road. Replac-
ing the rotor got the Arnolt rolling 
again and we motored into Gatlinburg 
in plenty of time for the NEMGTR Bar-
B-Que.           

MG 2006: Gatlinburg, TN 
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A merican Millionaire Industrialist 
Stanley H. “Wacky” Arnolt 

turned heads as he strolled about the 
Turin Motor Show in April 1952 wear-
ing a white cowboy hat and fancy high-
heeled boots. Europeans weren’t used 
to such flamboyance. 

Arnolt made his wad during the 
World War II. In 1939 as a young engi-
neer, it was his good fortune to ac-
quire an outboard motor patent as 
payment for work when the company 
that employed him, Waukesha Engi-
neering Company, went bankrupt. By 
the end of the war the patent turned 
into two plants working around the 
clock making outboard motors for the 
U.S. Marine Corps. After the war Ar-
nolt bought 1000 Morris Minors and 
distributed them from his garages in 
Chicago. 

At the time of the Turin show the 
traditional Italian coachbuilder Bertone 
was experiencing severe cash flow 
problems. Changing economic condi-

tions threatened to destroy the com-
pany, which had been in business since 
1912. As a last gasp founder Giovanni’s 
son Nuccio created an elegantly de-
signed prototype coupe and converti-
ble fitted on an MG TD chassis for 
Turin. 

When he saw the Bertone design 
Arnolt’s uncontrolled enthusiasm sup-
posedly stunned the coachbuilding 
family. According to legend he asked if 
the cars were for sale. Bertone asked if 
he meant both of them. “I’ll take 100 
each if you can build ‘em,” Arnolt said. 

Arnolt arranged for MG to ship to 
Bertone its TD chassis and standard 
four-cylinder MG engine and trans to 
be combined with the stunning body. 
Hand-assembled, the Arnolt’s steel 
body (with aluminum doors, hood and 
trunk) was welded to its chassis in-
stead of bolted on like ordinary MGs. 

Finished cars were 40 pounds 
heavier than standard MGs. Arnolts 
had luxurious interiors featuring 2+2 
seating. Trunks were considerably 

MG Gone Wacky by Steve Kash from Autoweek 

The Development of the MG Arnolt 

Curt Beck’s MG Arnolt at MG2006, Gatlinburg, TN 
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GOF Mk. 80—Smugglers’ Notch, VT 
MG’s in the Mountains 

Excerpts from a note from Robert A. O’Meara (dated July 6, 206), 10 Bates Road, Dudley, MA 
01571; tel: 508-943-1447 (eves); email: omearar@putnam.K12.ct.us. Event Coordinator, New 
England MG ‘T’ Register: 

Dear Register Members: 
Please remember that it is YOUR responsibility for this Gathering only, 

to call Smuggler’s Notch to make your reservations for accommoda-
tions. 

Doug Shaw, the Reservations Manager there, has asked me to have our 
members call the following number to make reservations rather than the one 
listed in our mailing.  This number will provide members with a direct contact 
with him, as he is taking care of this group personally.  If you speak to someone 
else, there may be some confusion about rates and room types, etc.  

The BEST numbers to call for reservations are: 
802-6441281  (preferred- direct line to Doug) 
800-521-0536 (Group Sales- X 1281) 

If you have already called the other number (800-451-8752) and made your 
reservations, do not worry- I send Doug a list of registrants every week for a 
cross check for the resort. 
Please note also that they have three types of rooms available for us: 

Efficiency – One room – bedroom, living area, kitchenette and bath 
Studio – Same as Efficiency, but slightly larger 
Bedrooms attached to Condos – there may be two or three bedrooms 

with separate entries and baths, that all connect to a main condo living area and 
kitchen area.  You can choose to share the living area with others or not use 
them, and you still have your own separate room with entry.  This is great for 
friends who want to stay with others.  (Party time!  Just like the old days!) 

Please be sure to discuss your desired accommodations with Doug.  If you 
want to share a condo with other couple(s) it would help to contact the other 
couple beforehand and make your reservations one after the other with that 
expressed request. 

If you have already made your reservations before receiving and under-
standing this information, just call Doug back for any requested changes asap.  
Also, his e-mail address is: dshaw@smuggs.com 

All of our accommodations appear to be in one central area right near the 
center of the resort, and everything is within walking distance.  If you look on 
their map on their website  www.smuggs.com, we are in the Village East sec-
tion, Slopeside and Liftside Condos. 

I am looking forward to seeing you at GOF Mk 80 in Vermont.  It should 
be another great MG ‘T’ time!         Sincerely yours, Bob O’Meara, 401, VM 214 
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Thanks, Curt Beck! 

W e all know that it takes a lot 
of effort getting our cars 

ready, packing up, etc. to make a long 
trip to an event like MG2006. Having had 
the opportunity to help load and unload 
a couple of times the cars that Curt took 
to Gatlinburg, I can guarantee that no 
one can appreciate the effort or expense he put into getting three very rare 
MGs to this special show. Curt decided to take the Edsel Ford M-Type, the first 
MG to make its way to the USA. Along with this he brought an MG Arnolt 
coupe (of the 65 coupes and 35 convertibles originally built, only 40 remain; for 
more on this special car go to page 11) and a TA Tickford; three terrific MGs 
and quite an undertaking! Oh, and he also managed to squeeze in several suit-
cases for folks driving cars with limited luggage space, particularly us after our 
luggage rack broke! 

In addition to all the prep work on the cars, the packing of spare parts 
(thanks for the fuel pump, I’ll return it soon.), tools and personal items, he had 
to figure out how to transport three cars. The high lights are: a 24’ rental truck, 
a rental car trailer, some 2x8s, a couple of sets of car ramps all arranged in an 
ingenious fashion, lots of straps, lots of courage and a little luck. Since a picture 
is worth a 1,000 words, I’ll let you see it for yourselves, but, believe me, they 
don’t do the process justice! 

Up the trailer, across the makeshift 
ramps and into the truck—Rube Gold-
berg would have been proud! 
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MG 2006: Gatlinburg, TN

100,000 MGA 

Hank Rippert’s 
TD 

A small portion of the MG2006 
show field at On Cosby, TN 

Congratualtions, Ann! 

1st Place winner—Crafts for her NY/Conn quilt 
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MG 2006: Gatlinburg, TN 

NY/Conn group, headed by 
Jon Rubel’s MGA, on the 
way to the Tail of the 
Dragon: 318 turns-11 mi. 

Old Friends, Bill & Helen Abbott 

Curt Beck’s MG Arnolt 
2nd place Post War Variant  


